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Bhudeb the staunch supporter of Hinduism was a voracious reader
of western philosophy, and studied with discrimination that was

~usual with him, the doctrine of Herbert Spencer, Schopenhaur,
Darwin, even at a very advance age, Bhudeb was a deligent student
of Locke, Hume, Mill, kant and Hegel, as we may find out from
his biography, which has been based on his diary entries as well as
other records. It is curious that even such a book as Hartman’s
philosophy of the unconscious is discussed in great detail in his
journal. (Sen, 1966 : 229)
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If therefore, in the following tales, the variety should appear less
than in those found in the volumes of the same work which have
proceded those, the cause and consequently the excuse, must lie in
the materials. ... I have, however, endeavoured to vary the
materials as much as was consistant with the regime of the history.
Though I sometimes found them very intractable. (The Romance
of History, 1836)
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Auranzib had from hisboyhood cultivated control of speech and
action, and tact in dealing with others. As a prince, his tact sagacity
and humility made the highest nobles of his father’s court his
friends; and as Emperor he displayed the same qualities in a degree
which would have been remarkable even in a subject. No wonder
that his contemporaries called him a darvish clad in the imperial
purple. (Jadunath, p. 438)
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When Auranzib abolished about eighty taxes no one thanked him
for his generosity but when he imposed only one tax not heavy at
all people began to show their displeasure. (Sadiq Alj, p. 130)
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His private life was marked by a high standard of morality, and he
scrupulously abstained from the common vices of his time. Thus
he was regarded by his contemporaries as a ‘darvish born in the
purple’ and the Muslims venerated him as a “Zinda Pir or living
saint. (Majumdar, p. 489)
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In this, he was simply following the example that had become
almost traditional in the Timurid Family in India. It would be
unjust to throw on him the entire responsibility for the war of
succession; it would have come at any rate, as none of the brothers
was willing to make any compromise. It should not be forgotten
that while Shah Jahan removed all his possible rivals Autangazeb
did not put to death all his nephews. It is indeed hard to defend
Aurangazeb’s harsh treatment of his old father, but in justice to
him it should be noted that at least he was not a parricide of which
we find numerous instances in the history of India and of other
countries. (Majumdar, p. 501)
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