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The force ye arm to conquer Troy is vain,
Unless with rites of sacrifice and pray’r
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Upon Diana's alter here be slain

A maid of Helen’s blood, divinely fair ;

T’ obtain the welcome wind that Heav’n denies
'Tis needful that Iphigenia dies.
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Achilles
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Ulysses
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Arcas, servant of Agamemnon
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Eurybates, servant of Agamemnon
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Clytemnestra, wife of Agamemnon
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Iphigenia, daughter of Agamemnon
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Eriphyle, daughter of Helen and of Theseus
carEAra, feay forcga a@n

Aegina, attendant of Clytemnestra
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AGAMEMNON

Ay, it is Agamemnon, ’t is thy King
That wakes thee ; his voice that stcikes thine ear,
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Is’t thou indeed, my lord ? what grave concern
Has made thee leave thy couch before the dawn ?
A feeble light scarce lets me see thy face.

No eyes but ours are open yet at Aulis.

Hast thou caught any sound of rising winds ?

And can it be that heav’n has heard our pray’r
This night ? Nay, all are sleeping, winds and waves
As sleeps the host,

A AERRtE 3 wiemsa 7 wif@ esle §1 ares wre® v wRRAeR
fAates zwE 7 WIMNAT (Fiiza & @S Hey M 7 Ao
g fiag e 1 e Ry wfege, agiahes <o oE
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AGAMEMNON

Happy the man content
With humble fortune, free from the proud yoke
’Neath which 1 bow, who lives a life obscure,
Thanks to kind Heav’n !
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How long, my lord, hast thou
Thought thus ? What secret injury has work’d
This hatred and contempt of all the honours
That Heav’n’s rich bounty has on thee bestowed ?
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Blest as king, sire, and husband, son and heir

Of Atreus, the most favour’d land in Grecce

Is thine, and thou canst boast kinship with Jove
Both by direct descent as well as marriage ;

And young Achilles now, to whom the gods
Promise such fame by all their oracles,

Sues for thy daughter’s hand, and at the flames

Of burning Troy would light the nuptial torch.
What glory, Sire, what triumphs can be match’d
With this grand sight display’d along these shores ;
A thousand vessels and a score of king,

All waiting here but for the winds to sail

’Neath thy command ? °Tis true this tedious calm
Delays the conquests, and, for three months chain'd,
The winds have block’d thy course to Troy too long.
Supremely honour’d, thou art yet a mortal ;

Nor has thy life from Fortune’s shifting breeze
Been promised happiness without alloy,

Soon—

But what troubles, in that letter traced,
Force from thine eyes, my lord, a burst of tears ?
Is thine Orestes doom’d in infancy
To death ? For Clytemnestra deso thou weep,
Or for Iphigenia ? Prithee, tell me
What is writ there.
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A GAMEMNON

Thou shall not die; no, never
Will T consent.
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My Lord
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AGAMEMONON

Thou seest my grief,
Learn thou its cause, and judge if I can rest.
Thou dost remember when, in Aulis gather’d,
Our ships seem’d summon’d by the winds to sea :
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Over sails unfurl’d, a thousand cries of joy
Already carried threats to distant Troy ;
When, lo, a sudden marvel hush’d our shouts,
The favouring breeze deserted us in port.
In vain the oars smote the unruffed deep,
We are constrain’d to stop the fruitless toil.
That wondrous potent made me turn mine eyes
Toward the goddess who is worshipp’d here.
With Menelaus, Nestor, and Ulysses,
I sought her shrine and offer’d secret victims,
What was her answer ! Ah, with what distress
I heard these awful words fron Calchas’ lips—
“The force you arm to conquer Troy is vain,
Unless with rites of sacrifice and pray’r
Upon Diana’s altar here be slain
A maid of Helen’s blood, divinely fair ;
T’ obtain the welcome wind that Heav’n denies
*Tis needful that Iphigenia dies.”
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ARCAS

Thy daughter !
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AGAMEMNON

Thou may’st fancy how I felt
Astonishment that seem’d to freeze my blood.
Speechless I stood, while my sole utterance
Was in a thousand choking sighs express’d ;
Then cursed the gods, and, without hearing more,
Vow’d, on their altars, I would disobey them.
Ah ! would that I had trusted love’s alarm,
And instantly disbanded all the host !
Ulysses seem’d content with what I wish’d,
Nor check’d the torrent of my angry words,
But soon returning to his crue! wiles,
He set before me honour and the claims
Of country, kings and people to my sway,
Subject and sov’reignty o’ver Asia promised
To Greece ; how could I sacrifice, he ask’d,
The state to save a daughter, and go home
Disgraced forever,
To crown my trouble, ev’ry mght the gods
Oft as light slumber gave me rest from care,
Aveng’d their cruel altars and reproach‘d
Mr sacrilegious pity, brandishing
The lightning’s bolts before my dazzled eyes,
With arm already raised as if to punish
My fault. I yielded conquer’d by Ulysses,
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And with wet eyes order’d my daughter’s death.
But from a mother’s arm she must be torn.

I had to have recourse to base deceit.

Achilles loved her, and I wrote to Argos,

As if at his request, saying that he,

Eager to start with us, wish’d for her presence,
That he might wed her ere we sail’d for Troy.
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ARCAS

Fearest thou not Achilles, quick in quarrel ?
Dost think this hero, arm’d by love and reason,
Will calmly let his name be thus abused

To expedite her murder, and he dumb

Seeing his loved one slain before his eyes ?
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AGAMEMONON

Achilles was not here ; his father Peleus,
Fearing the efforts of neighouring foe,

Had, as thou wilt remember, call’d him from us,
And there was ev'ry cause to think this war
Would have detain’d him longer than it did.
But who can stop the torrent in its course ?
Achilles goes to fight, and wins forthwith ;

The Victor, pressing on the heels of Fame,
Arrived last night, and now is in the camp.
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Yet stronger motives paralyze mine arms :
My daughter, who is hastening to her death,

Far from suspeeting such a dreadful sentence,
Is pleaszd, perchance, her father is so kind ;
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My daughter—name that in itself is sacred,—
So near in blood, so young! Yet not for that
I mourn, but for her virtues and the love
Between us,—tenderness in me, in her

A piety that nothing can outweigh,

For which I promised a more sweet return.
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Can 1 believe thy justice, gracious Heav’n

Approves this dark and savage sacrifice ?

Thine oracles but put me to a test,

And thou thyself would’st punish my obedience.
Arcas, to thee this private task I trust ;

Herein display thy prudence and thy zeal.

The Queen, who found thee faithful when at Sparta,
Has placed thee near my person.
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Take this letter,
And go to meet the Queen without delay,
Post-haste thy course pursuing tow’rd Mycenae ;
Whom when thou seest, forbid her to advance,
Giving to her this letter I have written.
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Beware thou stray not ; take a trusty guide.

If once my daughter dear sets foot in Aulis,
Her life is lost ; Calchas, who waits her here,
Will with a voice from Heaven drown our cries,
The voice of angry gods, to which, alram’d,
The Greeks will hearken and to that alone ;
Those to whose proud ambition loathes my glory
Will reassert their claims with fresh intrigues,
Rob me of pow’r offensive in their eyes—

Go, save her from my weak irresolution,

But prithee let not zeal outrun discretion,

Give her no inkling of my wretched secret ;
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But still deceived, let not my daughter know
The danger wherecunto I had exposed her ;

Spare me the 6utcry of an angry mother,

And with thy voice confirm what I¢ have written,
To send the daughter and the mother home,

I tell them that Achilles’ mind is changed,
And that she wishes to postpone this marriage,
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For which he was so keen, till bis return.
Add that the secret of this sudden coldness
Is thought to lie with fair young Eriphyle,
Whom he himself from Lesbos brought a captive,
And who is kept at Argos with my daughter.
That is enough to say, and on all else
Be silent.
See how grows the light of day ;
I hear a sound of vojces. °Tis Achilles.
Go. And—good Heav’ns—Ulysses follows him !
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AGAMEMNON

Prince, can it be with such a rapid course

That victory has brought thee back to Aulis ?

Are these the first flights of on unpledged valour ?
What triumphs will succeed such grand exploits !
All Thessaly reduced to peace, and conquest

Of Lesbos made while waiting our departure,
These would be trophies of eternal glory

To any other, but to thee the sport

Of idle moments,
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ACHILLES

Sir, my slight successes
Are too much praised. May Heav’n that now detains us,
Soon show a nobler field to rouse the heat
That fain would prove itself worthy of prize
So rare as that thou off’rest. But, my lord,
Am I to trust a rumour that I hear
With joy ? Dost deign so to promote my wishes ?
Am I so soon the happiest of mortals ?
"Tis said Iphigenia comes to Aulis,
As soon as our fortunes will be link’d together.
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AGAMEMNON

My daughter 7. Who has told thee she comes hither ?
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ACHILLES

i What is there to astonish thee in this ?
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AGAMEMNON

( Aside to Ulysses )
Heay’'ns ! Can my fatal stratagem have reach’d
His ears !
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ULYSSES

The King’s astonishment is just,
Dost thou forget how dark is all around us ?
Nay, by the gods, this is no time for weddings !
While idly float our vessels, from the sea
Shut out, our forces waisting, and all Greece
Perturb’d, when, to avert the wrath of Heav’'n,
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We may be called on to spill blood most precious,
Achilles thinks of love and love alone !

Will he so rudely flout the general fear ?

And shall the Grecian Leader so provoke

The Fates as here and now to celebrate

A marriage feast ? Ah, is it thus thy soul

With patriotic fervour shares the woe

Of Greece ?
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ACHILLES

Which loves her more, thou or myself,
Over deeds shall prove on the wide plains of Troy :
Till than I leave thee to display thy zeal,
Nor will I interrupt thy pious prayers
On her behalf. With victims lord the altars,
Thyself consult the entrails, and inquire
Why Aeolus imprisons all the winds :
But 1, resigning all such cares to Calchas,
Must crave thy kind permission to despatch
A marriage inoffensive to the gods.
But thirst for glory will not let me rest,
Soon on this strand will I rejoin the Greeks ;
T would vex me sorely if another foot
Than mine should first land on the Trojan shore.
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AGAMEMNON

Thou knowest thy own fate
Predicted by the Gods,—forgive my freedom.
To thee have they assigned great Hium’s fall ;
But, as the price of such a glorious conquest,
Thy tomb is marke’d out on the plains of Troy ;
We know thy life, that else were long and happy,
Is destined thee to perish in its prime,
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ACHILLES

Shall then so many kings, met to avenge
Thee and thine house, turn home disgraced and shamed

For ever ? And shall Paris, in his love
Triumphant, keep unharm’d thy consort’s sister ?
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AGAMEMNON

Has not thy valour, prince, outstriping ours,
Sufficiently avenged our wounded honour ?
Unhappy Lesbos, by thine hands laid waste,
Strikes terror into all the’ Aegean isles :

Troy has beheld the flames, and to her ports
The waves have roll’d charr'd beams and mangled corpses.
Nay more,—the Trojans weep another Helen,
Whom to Mycenae thou has sent a captive :
For ’tis vain to keep that birth a secret
Which pride and beauty in each glance betray,
Her very silence marks nobility,

And tells her illustrious origin.
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ACHILLES

No, no, all this is plausible evasion :

Dim in far distance are the secrets known

To Heav’'n, Shall T be daunted by vain threats.
And shun the path of honour in thy traek ?
The Fates, ’tis true, when to a mortal’s couch
My mother came, warn’d her my choice would lie
Between a life long and inglorious,

Or else and early death with fame to follow.
But, since I soon or late must reach the tomb,
Shall I, a useless barden on the earth,

And chary of the blood a goddess gave,

Wait with my father for obscure old age,

And scorning glory, leave behind no name

To outlive death ? Away with obstacles
Unworthy ! Honour speaks, it is enough ;

That is my oracle. The gods command

Our span of life, but in our hand rests

Our glory. Why should we torment ourselves
With what belongs to Heaven ? Be it ours

To rival the Immortals, and, let fate

Act as it will, embrace the course that leads
To destinies as mighty as their own.

That goal is Troy, and, warn me as they may,

I ask no other boon than winds to waft

Me Thither ; and tho’ I alone should wage

This war, Patroclus and myself will wreak

Your vengeance. But not so, to thee is giv'n
The task, I only crave a follower’s place.

No more I urge approval of the passion

Which for a time would part me from these shores ;
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That very love, careful of thy renown,
Prompts me to stay, and by a firm example
Encourage all the army, nor consents
To leave thee to be sway’d by timid counsels.
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ULYSSES

You hear, my lord : whatever price it cost,
He is resclved to speed his course to Troy.
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We fear’d his love ; and, happily mistaken,
To-day he arms our hands against himself.
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AGAMEMNON
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ULYSOES

What must [ deem this sigh portends ?
Is it a protest. of reluctant nature ?
And has a single night sufficed to shake
Your purpose ? Did vour heart speak in the words
Just heard ? Think well : you owe to Greece your daughter,
Your word is pledged to us, and on that promise
Calchas relying to the Greeks foretells
The sure return of favourable winds.
If the event conflicts with his prediction,
Think voua that Calchas can continue silent,
That he will be persuaded to allow
The gods are false, without accusing you ?
Who knows what in their wrath, that seems them just,
The Greeks may do, defrauded of their victim ?
Beware of forcing an indignant people
To make their choice between the gods and you.
Was it not you yourself whose urgent voice
Summon’d us all to far Scamander’s banks,
From town to town appealing to those oaths
Which Helen’s suitors took in former days,
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When all your brother’s rivals throughout Greece
Sought her in marraige from Tyndareus

Her sire ? Whatever bridegroom she might choose,
His right we then swore stoutly to defend ;

And should his prize be stolen, we engaged

To bring him the presumptuous robber’s head.

But without that oath, which love imposed,

Would with that love have pass’d and been forgotten :
You made us loose the later ties that bound

Our hearts to home, leaving our wives and children.
And when, assembled here from land and sea,
The eyes of all flash vengeance for your sake ;
When Greece, already voting you her leader,
Owns you the author of this grand emprise ;
When all her kings, who might dispute that rank
With you, are ready in your cause to risk

Their very lives ; lo, only Agamemnon

Refuses to buy victory and fame

With a few drops of blood, and, sore dismay’d
E’en at the outset orders a retreat !
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AGAMEMNON

Ah, it is easy for a heart that knows

No woe like mine to be magnanimous !

But if you saw your son Telemachus

Approach the altar, deck’d for sacrifice,

That dreadful spectacle would make you blench,
And we should see you scon exchange your scorn
For tears, pierced with such grief as now 1 feel,
And cast yourself 'tween Calchas and your boy !
You know that I have given my solemn word,
And, if my daughter comes, she shall be slain ;
But if a happier fate, in spite of me,

Keeps her at home, or stops her on the way,
Then let there savage rites be urged no more,
Let me interpret in my daughter’s favour

This obstacle, and welcome it as sent

By some kind god who watches o’er her life.
Your cruel counsels have prevail’d too far.

And now I blush—
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EURYBATES

My Lord—
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AGAMEMON

Ah, with what message
Come you ?
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EURYBATES

The Queen, whose steps my haste outstripp’d,
Will soon consign your daughter to your arms ;
She now draws near, but for some time she lost
The way, within these woods around the camp ;
Amid their gloomy shades we hardly found
Again the right direction we had quitted.
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AGAMEMON

Good Heav’ns !
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EURYBATES

She also brings young Eriphyle
Who fell into Achilles’ hands in Lesbos,
And comes to Aulis, as she says, to ask
Of Calchas what her unknown destiny
May be. Already are the tidings spread
Of their approach, and an enchanted crowd
Admiring view Iphigenia’s charms,
And cry aloud to Heav’'n with ceaseless pray’rs
To bless her. Some greet with respectful homage
The Queen, while others fain wouald learn the cause
Which brings her. But they all alike confess



Yoo Atfger  +fg! | 2§l MAyl, yoqo

That if the gods never enthroned a king
More glorious, or with equal favours crown’d,
Never was father happier than yourself.
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AGAMEMONON

Enough, Eurybates ; now you may leave us.
I must consider what is to be done.
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AGAMEMNON

Just Heav’'n, ’tis thus, making thy vengeance sure,
That thou break the web vain prudence spins !

Would that I were at lest free to let fall

Tears that relieve the anguish of the heart !

Sad destiny of kings ! Slaves that we are

To fate’s severity and men’s opinions

We see ourselves beset with witnesses,

And the most wretched do not dare to weep.
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ULYSSES

I am no stranger to a father’s weakness,

My own heart tells me all that thou must feel

And sympathizing with each troubled sigh,

I’'m more disposed to share than blame thy tears.

But now no plea is left for love to urge,

With justice. Lo, the gods have brought their victim

To Calchas, and he knows it. If she tarry,

He will not fail himself to come and claim her.
Are we not yet alone ? Indulge thy grief,

Check not the tears that tenderness extorts,

Mourn for the maiden’s blood, mourn ; but, to soothe

Thine anguish, think what honour thence will spring,

See Hellespont all white beneath our oars,

And faithless Troy in flames, her people led,

In fetters, Priam prostrate at thy knees,

And Helen to her spouse by thee restored ;

See the gay garlands on each lofty stern,

Of our triumphant fleet, with thee return’d

To Aulis here, in glory that shall be

The theme of countless ages yet unborn.
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AGAMEMNON

I know too well ’tis useless to resist.
Go : and the victim soon shall follow thee.
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But silence Calchas until all is ready :
Help me the dreadful mystery to hide,
While far from sight so sad a mother’s steps I guide.
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ERIPHYLE

Let us relieve them of our presence, Doris,
While in the arms of father and of husband
They vie in demonstration of their love,
Thus setting free my sorrow and their joy.
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DORIS

Why, Madam, acting as your own tormentor,

Give yourself up to tears and misery ?

All is displeasing to a captive’s eyes,

Joy vanishes with liberty, I know ;

But when in sorer straits we cross’d the waves,
Against our will, with him who conquer’d Lesbos ;
When in his vessel borne, a timid thrall,

You saw the victor who in human blood

Had waded, from your eyes fell fewer tears,
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And sorrow was not then your sole employment.
Now all smiles brightly ; Sweet Iphigenia
Is bound to you by ties of true affection :

2

Yet, strange fatality, your grlef
Seems to increase with every step we take.
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ERIPHYLE

Nay, strange ’t would be if hapless Eriphyle
Could be calm spectator of their joy. ...
While I, exposed to perils ever new,
Indebted from my cradle to the care

Of strangers, live since first I saw the light
Without the comfort of a parent’s smile,

I know not who I am, and, worst of all,
A dreadful oracle to ignorance

Attaches safety, saying that the day

That brings to light the source from which I spring
Must see me perish.
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He cannot fail to know your parentage.
ThlS camp itself is full of kind protectors :
Wedding Achilles, soon Iphigenia
Will offer you a home beneath his care,

As promised in my presence and confirm’d
With oaths.
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ERIPHYLE

What would you say, dear Doris,
If of my woes this marriage was the worst ?
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DORIS

What, Madam !
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ERIPHYLE

It surprises you to see

That my distress refuses consolation.

Listen, and you will marvel that I live.

To be a stranger, captive and unknown

E’en to myself is but alight affliction ;

Achillis, author of the woes of Lesbos,

Of thine and mine, who took me prisoner,
Who snatch’d your father from me, and with him
The knowledge of my birth, whose very name
Should make me shudder, is of mortals dearest
To me.
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DORIS

Ah ! What is this you say !
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ERIPHYLE

I thought
To let eternal silence hide my weakness :
But when the heart is full it overflows,
And once for all I make a true confession.
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ERIPHYLE

Ask me not, on what slender hope relying,
I learn’d to entertain this fatal love.

I cannot charge therewith any false pity

That my misfortunes seera’d to wake in him :
The gods without a doubt take cruel joy

In shooting all the shafts of their ill-will

At me. Shall I recall the dread remembrance
Of that sad day which cast us both in chains ?
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ERIPHYLE

Long in those hands that tore me from my home
Ilay in darkness, lifeless and desparing.
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At last my wan eyes sought the light of day ;
Seeing myself seized by an arm inured

To blood, I trembled, Doris, and I fear’d

To meet a savage conqueror’s frightful frown.
I went on board his vessel, holding him

A hateful monster that my eyes were loath

To took on.
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ERIPHYLE

I behold him ; in his face
I saw no fierceness ; on my lips reproach
Remain’d unuttere’d, while against myself
My heart declared, and, all my wrath forgotten,
I could but weep, to such a gentle guide
Submissive. Loved at Lesbos, no less dear
Is he at Aulis. Offers of protection,
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Of sympathy and succour, all are vain,

So works the madness that torments my heart
Iphigenia’s proferre’d hand I take

Only, unseen,, to arm myself against her,

And thwart the happiness I cannot bear.
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DORIS

How can a feeble spite avail to harm her ?
Were it not better never to have left
Mycenae, then t’ encounter torture here,
Struggling against a hopeless, hidden flame ?
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ERIPHYLE

I wish’d to stay, my Doris, but the more
I shunne’d the picture of her triumph here,
So sad to me, fate drew me to these shores :
I heard a secret voice that bade me come
And whisper’d that my presence might relieve
My aching heart, and, on their joy intruding
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With near approach, some shadow of my woe
Might fall, perchance, on them with fatal blight
That is what brings me hither, not impatience
To learn to whom I owe a birth so wretched :
Or rather that their marriage may to me

Serve as the sentence that shall end my life,
Yes, Doris, I will die ; a sudden stroke

Shall bury in the darkness of the tomb

My shame, heedless of parents still unknown,
Whom my infatuation has dishonour’d.
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DORIS

Ah, how I pity you ! What tyranny—
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ERIPHYLE

Lo, Agamemnon and Iphigenia !
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AGAMEMNON

Yes, my daughter, let thine arms
Clasp me ; thy father has not ceased to love thee.
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IPHIGENIA

What happiness is wanting to thy wishes ?
What king to greater honours can aspire ?
Are not my thanks—thanks only—due to Heav’'n ?



28 Atfger sifast | 381 AWy, soq0

AAIEY | Pres e fF I WM wers SR Wi (3 Wit
Aty forar weiR 7 wiRia gty RGN Wi R 3w

iR ?

/W WAA ¢

AGAMEMNON

(‘aside )
Great gods ! Shall I prepare her for her fate ?
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IPHIGENIA

Why dost thou hide thy face, my lord, and sigh ?
It seems to pain thee but to look on me.
Have we by thee unbidden left Mycenae ?
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AGAMEMNON

1 see thee, child, with the same eyes of love
As ever ; but, with change and time of place,
Gladness is overmatch’d with anxious thoughts.
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AGAMEMNON
My daughter !
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IPHIGENIA

Speak I hear !
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AGAMEMNON
Ah, no; 1 cannot.
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IPHIGENIA
Perish the Trojan Prince, who caused these ills !
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AGAMEMNON

Ere that may be, ’twill cost us many a tear.
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IPHIGENIA

The gods with special care watch o’ver thy life !
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AGAMEMNON
Long have I found them cruel and unheeding.
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IPHIGENIA

Calchas, 1 hear, a solemn sacrifice
Prepares.
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AGAMEMNON
Ah, might I first their hearts incline
To mercy !
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IPHIGENIA

Will it soon be offer’d ?
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AGAMEMNON

Sooner
Than I could wish.
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IPHIGENIA

Shall I be free to join
My pray’rs with thine, shall thy glad family
Surround the altar ?
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AGAMEMNON
Ah !'—
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IPHIGENIA

Why art thou silent ?
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AGAMEMNON

Thou shall be there, my daughter !
Fare thee well,
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IPHIGENIA

What am I to expect from this sad greeting ?
A secret horror makes my blood run cold :
Against my will T dread some ill unknown.
Just gods ! You know whose safety I implore !
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ERIPHYLE

’Mid anxious cares that needs must overwhelm him,
Does but a little coldness make you tremble ?

Alas ! What reason then have I to sigh,

Who never knew a parent’s tender care,

Cast among strangers from my very birth,

Not even then perchance welcomed with looks

Of love ! If your affection by a father

Is scorn’d, atleast you have a mother’s breast
Whereon to weep. Your woe is not so keen,

But that a lover’s hand can dry your tears !
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IPHIGENIA
But of himself I know not what to think :

This lover, so impatient to behold me,
Whom nothing could induce to leave these shores



e

Arfzer “Af@3t | § A2, seqo

Till from my distant home a father call’d me
To be his bride,—where is the eagerness
With which I deem’d him waiting to receive me ? ...

Have the cares of war
Extinguish’d in all hearts the warth of love ?
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

My daughter, we must hence without delay,

And save by flight your honour and my own.

I am no more astonish’d that your father
Seem’d overwhelm’d with sorrow and confusion
At seeing us again: wishing to spare

The insult of rejection, he by Arcas

Had sent this letter, only just received,

For, as we went astray, he fail’d to find us.
Come then, and let us save our wounded honour :
Achilles, it would seem, has changed his mind
About your marriage, and declines the favour
We would bestow, postponing the espousals

Till his return.
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IPHIGENIA

What do I hear ?
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

This insult
Flushes your cheek. Let pride your courage arm.
Though, of his suit approving, it was I
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Myself who promised you to him in Argos,
Moved by the fame of his nobility

To wed you to the offspring of a goddess ;
Yet, since his base repentance now belies
Birth so divine as runour has reported,

It rests with us to show him who we are,
And see in him the lowest of mankind.

Shall we by staying longer make him think
We wish and wait for the return of love

To his cold heart. The nuptials he defers
Let us dissolve. Your father has been told
Of my intent, and comes to take farewell.
I must make ready for our promt departure.

( To Eriphyle)
I do not urge you, Madam, to return
With us ; in dearer hands I leave you here.
Your secret scheems have come come to light, nor was it
Calchas who drew your willing steps to Aulis.
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ERIPHYLE

Madam, I fail to understand such speech.
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IPHIGENIA

... Will you abandon me to my misfortune ?
You would not stay without me at Mycenae ;
Are we to start from Aulis without you ?
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IPHIGENIA

A moment sometimes clears up many doubts.
But Iam pressing you too closely, Madam ;

I see what I was loath to think : Achilles—
In your impatience to get rid of me—
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ERIPHILE

I ? Yoususpect me of this treachery ?

How can I love the cruel hand that crush’d me,
Dyed crimson in thc blood of all my kin,

That lit the blazing torch, and laid in ashes
Lesbos—
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IPHIGENIA

Ah, yes, you love him, base deceiver !
The savage conduct you paint so well,
Those arms you have seen stain’d red with gore,
Fary and flames, and Lesbos burnt to ashes,
All these have stamp’d his image on your heart,
And, far from shuddering at their remembrance,
It even gives you pleasure to repeat them.
When your complaints were loudest, more than once
I might have seen your thoughts, and so I did,
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But always with good-natured readiness
Replaced the bandage from mine eyes removed.
You love him. Ah ! What fatal misconception
Made me receive my rival in mine arms ?
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ERIPHYLE

Thss charge is one that fills me with surprise ; ...
What warning would you wish me to have giv’n ?
Can you suppose Achilles could prefer

To Agamemnon’s daughter one who knows

Naught of her birth save that within her veins
Flows blood such as Achilles burns to shed ?
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IPHIGENIA

You triumph, cruel one, and flout my wrongs,
Making me feel my misery the more.

Why with the honours of my birth compare
Your exile, but the better to enhance

Your victory unjust ?

This Agamemnon
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Alas ! His gloomy greeting I condemn’d

And dared to blame his want of .cnderness !
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ACHILLES

Can it be so ? Isit yourself Isee ?

I thought all the camp had been deceived.

You here in Aulis . With what purpose come you ?
I heard another tale from Agamemnon.
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IPHIGENIA

Be of good cheer, my lord ; I will not thwart
Your wishes, and shall soon be gone again.
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ACHILLES

She flies from me ! Am I a wake, or dreaming ?
Into what fresh distraction am I plunged !
Madam, I know not if without offence
Achilles may present himself before you ;

H

But if you will not scorn a foe’s entreaty,

If ¢’er his captive touch’d a chord of pity

In him, you know what brings their footsteps hither,
You know—
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ERIPHYLE

And does my lord not know it too ?
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ACHILLES

A month ago I was not here myself ;
It was but yesterday that 1 return’d.



R

Ray |

AfEer «ifgzl | 391 AWyl, S99

@ fa) wiff (3 g% 99 7 R fwa g 4, wify s w3 « @
EIOR B (4

Y W AEHTA ¢

ERIPHYLE

What ! Was it not your love inspired the Jetter
That Agamemnon to Mycenae wrote ?
Were you not smitten with his daughter’s charms—
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ACHILLES

... Yet she fles from me. What has been my crime ?
I see around me none but hostile eyes :

This very moment Calchas and Ulysses,

With Nestor too, used all their eloquence

In opposition to my love,

What subtle scheme can they be hatching here !

Am I a laughing-stock to all the army ?

P’ll enter, and extort from them their secret.
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ERIPHYLE

Ye gods, who see my shame, where shall I hide me ?
Proud rival, thou art loved ; yet dost thou murmur !
Must I at once thy triumph and reproaches
Endure ? Ah, rather—

But I'm much mistaken,
Or over them a storm ready to burst,
Threatens disturbance to their happiness :
Iphigenia is deceived, Achilles
Mock’d, Agamemnon groans. 1'll not despair ¢
And, if my hatred finds support from fate,
I shall know how to turn it to my profit,
Nor weep alone, nor die without revenge.
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

'Tis true, my ford, we should have gonc ere now
Far on our way to Argos, where your daughter
Might weep for her disgrace, leaving Achilles

And you in anger, had not he himself

Just now, astonish’d at our sudden flight,
Restrain’d us with such oaths as could not fail
To make us trust him, wurgent for the marriage
We thought postponed, while love and wrath contended
For mastery, disowning the false rumour,

Eager to know its author and confound him :
Banish suspicions which have marr’d our joy.
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AGAMEMNON

Yes, Madam, with my sanction you may trust him.
I recognise the error that deceived me,

And share your joy to th’ utmost of my pow’r.
Would you have Calchas to my family

Unite him ? Send your daughter to the altar,

I will be there. But, ere proceeding further,

I wish’d to speak a word with you in private.
You see how you have brought her to a place
Where all breathes war, not hymeneal songs.

The tumult of a camp, soldiers and sailors

With spears and javelins bristling round the altar,
Offer a scene to swell Achilles’ pride,

But to your tender sight harsh and uncouth.
Shall Greece there see the consort of their King
Bereft of dignity and royal state ?

Hear me. Without you, let Iphigenia

Go to this marriage, by your maids attended.
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

What ! Must 1 then, to other arms confiding
My child, not finish what I have begun,
And after bringing her from Argos hither,
Refuse to guide her footsteps to the altra,
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AGAMEMNON

This is not Atreu’s palace, where you are,
But a rude camp—
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AGAMEMNON

Deign, Madam, for the sake of the Immortals.
From whom we spring, to grant my love this favour.
I have my reasons.
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

By those selfsame gods
Deprive me not, my lord, of sight so sweet.
Why should my presence here make you ashamed ?
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AGAMEMNON

I had hoped more from your obliging temper,
But since, the force of reason cannot move you
And my entreaty has little pow’s;

My tone must change to one of stern command
It is my will you do as I have said.

Obey.
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

What means he, eruel and unjust,

Thus from the marriage altar to debar me ?
Proud of new rank forgets he who I am
And am I deem’d unworthy to appear
Beside him ? ...

But since itis his will, my own submits,
Thy happiness, my daughter, makes ammends
For all, Heav’'n gives Achilles to thine arms,

And I am overioy’d—
But, to himself!
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ACHILLES

Madam, all goes according to my wishes ;
Misunderstanding clear’d, the King is pleased
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To trust my ardour, and, ere all is said,

With warm embrace accepts me for a son.

Few words express’d consent. But have you heard
What joy your presence to the camp has brought ?
The gods will be appeased ; Calchas proclaims
Their reconciliation in an hour
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ACHILLES

On you, dear princess, all my hopes depend ;
Your father to our union yields consent,

And at the altar waits. There take a hecart
Already yours.
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I dare to ask
A pledge your love should - grant willingly. ...
She is your captive ; and at your command
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Her chains fall, and give my heart relief.
Thus then inaugurate this happy day,
Nor let the sight of us increase her woe. ..
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ERIFYLE

Yes, sir, assuage these poignant pangs,
Lesbos subdued, your captive I became ;
But ’tis to push the rights of war too far
To add the torment I suffer here,
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Yes, my lord, all else omitted
What punishment more dire can you impose
Than this of giving my sad eyes the pain
Of seeing those who persecute me happy ?

Far from Aulis and from you,

For ever wretched and unknown for ever,
Let me go hide a fate that claims compassion,
Whose bitterness these tears but half express.
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ACHILLES

Too much, fair princess ! Come that, in the sight
Of Grecee, Achilles may pronounce you free.

This hour, to me more sweet than all before,
Shall gladden you with liberty once more,
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ARCAS

Madam, all’'s is ready for the solemn rite.
Beside the altar the King waits his daughter ;
I come to claim her : or, more truly, Sir,

I come for her thy succour to implore
Against him.
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ARCAS

His name I utter with regret ;
Too long already have I kept his secret ;
The knife, the fire, the fillet, all are ready,
And, were the stroke on mine own head to fall,
I needs must speak.
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ARCAS

Thou her affianced husband, thou her mother,
Beware, send not the princess to her father.
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ARCAS

Would what I could doubt it !
By Calchas’ voice the oracle deamands her,
Refusing to accept another victim ;
The gods, who hither to have favour’d Paris,
At this price only promise favouring winds

And Troy’s destruction.
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

...She has none other here than thee ;

Thou art tho her a father, husband, Heav’n,
Her only shelter, In thine eyes I read
Unutterable grief, With him, my child,

I leave thee. Quit her not, but wait for me,
To faithless Agamemnon must I hasten,
And overwhelm him with idignant fury ; ...
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ACHILLES

... Thy life to me is dearer than to all

Besides. My faithful heart claims full reliance ;
No harm to thee can fail to touch mine honour :
I answer for a life that to mine own

Is join’d. But indignation moves me further :
"Tis little to protect thee ; to revenge

I run, and punishment for that vile scheme
Which dares to use my name for thy destruction.
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IPHIGENIA

Ah, stay, my lord, and deign to hear me.
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ACHILLES

What !
Shall I endure so barbarous an insult ?
He sees me eager to avenge the wrong
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His sister suffer’d, knows that it was I
Who voted first for him to be elected
Commander over twenty Kings, his rivals ;
And for the fruit of all my toil and and care,
My sole reward for victory that will bring
Vengeance and wealth to him with glory’s crown,
The height of my ambition was to hear
Thee call me husband, to be thine was all
I ask’d of him ; yet savage and forsworn,
To-day he thinks it little to do outrage
To natural affection, and to show me
Thy bleeding heart consumed upon an altar ;
Veiling this sacrifice with marriage rites, thither,
He would that it were I should lead thee,
My hand should be his tool to hold the knife,
Thy promised bridegroom be thy murderer !
Ah ! how these bloody nuptials night have ended,
Had I come one day later than I did !
This very moment, in their ruthless pow’r
Placed, thou wouldst search for me beside the altar
In vain, then unforeseen the knife would fall,
An dying thou wouldst blame me for deceit
Most base !

Then must 1, in the sight of Greece,
Claim satisfaction for such treachery.
A husband’s honour, Madam, is withthine
Involved, and thou must needs praise my intent.
The cruel monster who has pour’d disdain
On me shall learn whose name he dared to stain.
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IPHIGENIA

...Bethink thee that this moster thou defiest,
This barbarous, bloodthirsty, unjust foe
Is still, whate’er he may have done, my father,
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ACHILLES

Thy father ! Nay, after this horid scheme,
I know him only as thy foul assassin ;
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IPHIGENIA

He is my father, Sir, once more I say it,
Yea, and a father whom I love and honour ;
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Himself he holds me dear, and, till to-day,
No tokens but of tenderness from him

Have I received. My heart, from childhood taught
A daughter’s duty, cannot but be grieved
At words that wound him. ...
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ACHILLES

...’Tis I that do affright thee, and thy fears
Are all for him ! So little has my care
Avail’d to reach thy soul and fix Achilles there !
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

My Lord, unless yousave us, all is lost ;
For Agamemnon fears to see my face,
Refusing me all access to the altar :
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The guards whom he has station’d there himself
Have on all sides forbidden me to pass.

He shuns me, for my passion makes him quail.
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ACHILLES

Then, madam, ’tis for me me to take your place.
I’ll see him, and accost him face to face.
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[PHIGENIA

In Heaven’s name, restrain a frantic lover :
Let us avert this perilous encounter.

Your flerce reproaches, Sir, would leave a sting
Too sharp ; exasperated love, I know,

Runs wild with rage. My father’s jealousy
Brooks us control ; proud are the sons of Atreus.
Leave it to lips more timid to address him.
Surprised at my delay, doubt not that hither
He will himself soon come in search of me.

A mother’s lamentations he will hear

And I, perchance, shall feel myself inspired
With arguments that may prevent your tears.
Your indignation quell, and let me live

For you.
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ACHILLES

Since such your pleasure, I submit.

Let sound advice fall from your lips together,

Recall his reason, and persuade his heart

Not to destroy our peace and, more than ours,

His own. In idle talk the precious moments

I lose. From me not words but dids are wanted.
( To Clytaemnestra )

Madam, I will do all I can to serve you:

Go, seeck your chamber, and take needful rest-

Your daughter shall not die, so I predict,

As oracle more sure than that of Calchas.

Believe me that so long as I draw breath

In vain the gods may have ordain’d her death.
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ERIPHYLE

... Has he a heart of iron,
To bear th’ attack of their combined entreaties,
A mother’s anger, and a daughter’s tears,
Cries of despair from all his family,
His own affection ready to relent,
Nor least Achilles’ threats that never fell
But o’erwhelm ? No, ’tis vain that Heav’n
Condemns her. Misery is mine alone
For ever, If I followed mine own impulse—
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ERIPHYLE

What joy if it were done !
How would the Trojan temples smoke with incense,
If, in revenge for my captivity,
I could arm Agamemnon ’gainst Achilles,
And, Troy forgotten, make them turn the sword,
Whetted for her destruction, on each other,
And Greece, embroil’d in civil strife by me,
Be sacrificed to save my countrymen !
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AGAMEMNON

What do you here ? Where is your daughter, Madam ?
How is she not with you as I expected 7

Why waits she ? Did not Arcas bring my: orders

To send her ? Is it you who keep her back ?
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Do you resist my reasonable wishes,
And, save by you conducted, can she not
Approach the altar ? Speak.
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CLYTAEMNESTRA

If she must go,
My child is ready. But have you, my lord,
No reason for delay ?

N ARIfEN e w9 © dwes AmE—eFws It s @ 9
9ifag Thr—sin gw 53 5 7 fig wgigls, «itats 5wt
fearis Reree %@ 27 1

Yo et wtefteqfire 3rafaaits Stwy wa Swifis mae
i s Rediafere awfae 513 awine vy Ira CTES
12t f

CLYTAEMNESTRA

Come, daughter, come : they only wait for thee :
Come, thank a father who so loves his child
That he himself will lead her to the altar.
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AGAMEMNON

What do [ see and hear ? Why weeps my daughter,
With downcast eyes, as if ashamed to meet

Mine own ? What troubles thee ? Thy mother too
Is weeping. Arcas has betray’d me !
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Let my child be a sight to vex his eyes :
He loves her, he shall see her wed another.
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Let Calchas, thirsting for her blood,
Be foil'd : delay not. And, to mask your flight,
I will beguile him with some feign’d excuse :
Pl cause the fatal rites to be suspended,
Claiming a respite till this day be ended.
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IPHIGENIA

Nay, to a life so darken’d by misfortune
Heav’n has not join’d Achilles’ happiness,
Our love deceived us : and by Fates decree,
My death will make you happier than my life,
Think of the honours to be reap’d. my lord,
Which Victory offers to your valiant arm ;
That field of fame to which you will asplre

Is barren, if not water’d with my blood.

Thus to my father have the goods pronounced
Their will : and, deaf to Calchas, he in vain
Struggled against it. Greece, with one consent,
Confirms the voice of Heaven. Go to Troy ;
I will not be a hindrance to your glory :
Redeem the credit of those oracles

That promise your heroic aid to Greece ;
And turn your rage aginst her enemies.

Priam grows pale already, and Troy trembles,
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Dreading my death, in terror at your tears.
Go ; and within her walls, of men bereft,
Make Trojan widows wail and weep for me :
This prospect let me die calm and content.
If life with my Achilles is denied me,

I hope at least, in happier times to come,
Memory of your immortal deeds

May cling, my death the fountain of your fame,
Wherewith the stirring story shall begin.
Farewell, dear prince, live worthy of the gods
From whom you spring.
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ACHILLES

Ab, cruel maid ! 1Isay no more. Obey,

And seek a death you deem so glorious :

Offer your sire a heart wherein I read

Hatred for me more than respect for him.

Just indignation fires my soul with fury :

If you must to the altar go, then I

Will thither hie me too, If Heaven thirsts

For blood, its altars never will have reek’d
With more. To my blind love naught shall be sacred ;
The priest himself shall be the foremost victim ;
The funeral pyre by me thrown down, destroy’d,
Shall in the blood of the vile butchers swim ;
And if, amid the carnage and confusion,

Your father should be wounded, fall, and perish,
Then, secing the sad fruits of your respect,
Take to yourself the blame for every blow.
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IPHIGENIA

Cruel Achilles '——He has fled and left me !
Smite, ye just gods who have decreed my death,
Lo, here am 1 alone ; end with my life

This terror, and me only overwhelm.
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IPHIGENIA

He but renders to the gods

The gift they gave. My death bereaves you not
Of all the pledges of your mutual love :
Your eyes will see my image in Orestes :
Ah, may he prove less fatal to his mother !
You hear thc cries of an impatient people ;
Open your arms that in a last embrace
Our lips may meet, Take courage.

To the altar,
‘Eurybates, conduct the willing victim.
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You shall not go alone ; I am determined—
But crowds press forward to arrest my steps,
Traitors ! Come, gratify your thirst for blood.
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