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The goal toward which a student using this method strives is
nothing less than a complete life history of a particular tale. He
hopes by proper analaysis of the versions, by a consideration of
all historical and geographical factors, and by the application of
some well-recognised facts about oral transmission to arrive at
something approaching the original form of the tale and to be
able to make a plausible explanation of the changes the story
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has suffered in order to produce all the different versions.
This study should also give indications as to the time and
place of its origin and the course of its dissemination.

Finding the variants from all available sources is a major task,
involving not only visits to great folktale libraries but much
correspondence with archives and individuals in order to obtain
manuscript recordings. The utmost deligence is necessary,
for, generally speaking, the larger the number of versions
studied the safer are the conclusions.

In some cases scholars have brought together from five hund-
red to a thousand. It is convenient to have them in complete
form, or at least in a full summary, since frequently seemingly
insignificant detail may have an important bearing on a problem
in hand. The next step after assembling the variants is labeling
and arranging them. All are marked by date and place of
recording. The literary versions are placed in chronological
order, and the oral in geographic. 8
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g | Stith Thomson, The Folktale ( New York, 1951 ), pp. 430-431.
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A motif is the smallest element in a tale having a power to
persistin tradition. In order to have this power it must
have something unusual and striking about it. ¢
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A traditional tale that has an independent existence. It may
be told as a complete narrative and does not depend for its
meaning on any other tale, but the fact that it may appear
alone attests its independence. It may consist of only one
motif or of many. Most animal tales and jokes and anecdotes are
types of one motif. The ordinary Marchen ( tale like Cinderalla
or Snow-white) are types consisting of many of them.?
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The sequence of events, either in shorter or more extended
form, has had a long history and is found nearly all over the
world. It is in such Oriental Collections as the “Thousand and
One Nights” and the “Ocean of Story”. It constitutes one of
the poems of Old Norse Edda. As an oral tale it is world
wide. It is evenly, and thickly distributed over Europe and
Asia and versions are found in almost every area of Africa,
in every quarter of Oceanic, and in pratically every culture
area of North American Indians. Scattereing versions are
reported from Jamaica, Yucatan, and the Guina Indians.9
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v | Cecelia Marcelie Dean. A Comparative study of certain
Spanish American Folktales. A typed Dissertation for M. A. degree,
Indiana University, 1929 p. 39.
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She (33St) undertakes to overcome tho magic forgetfulness.
Frequently this does not occur until after the hero is about
to marry again or even until after his marriage. In one series
of tales she bribes the new bride to let her sleep beside her
husband. He awakens on the third night and recovers. Or, in
some cases, the forgotten birde may simply attract attention
in some unusual fashion. For example, she planes three lovers
in embarrassing positions and arouses gossip. Or she magically
stops the wedding carriage of her husband and his new bride.
Or she may carry on a conversation with objects or animals
and thus call attention to the situation. In one way or another
she always succeeds in the end, and the hero chooses her instead
of his new bride, sometimes remarking that the old key which
has been found again is better than a new one. ®
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In all parts of the world, and without any regard to the different
stages of civilization this story has been welcomed and in each
country made to assume a form or less characteristic. The defusion
of the tale seems to have followed the course of civilization and
the interchonge of trade and to have spread from more civilzed

races those inferior in the scale according to the wusual courses
of Folklore.%®
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