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Sin means only that the creature has turned aside from his
perfection, this unchangeable good, and turned to the parti-
cular, the changeable and imperfect and above all, to itself.
Therefore, if the creature assumes into itself any God as being
its own, this constitutes a falling away. “What else did the
Devil do, in what else did his falling away or his downfall
consist, but in assuming that he too was something and wished
to be something, and that something was his own and
his due? And what else did Adam do but just this?
They say that it was because he ate the apple that he was
lost or ‘fall’; but I say that it was on account of this assumption
of his: this ‘I’ and ‘me’ and ‘mine’ and the like. Had he
eaten seven apples, he would not have fallen, but for his
assumption.” The soul of man has two eyes. One is the
gift of looking into eternity, the other that of looking into
time and into created beings, and of distinguishing among them.
And one single glance into eternity is more pleasing to God
than anything that His creatures may achieve merely as crea-
tures. He who achieves that glance will inquire no further:
he has found the kingdom of God and everlasting life while
still on earth. He has the inward peace of which Christ
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spoke, which prevails over all opposition and perversity, aganist
oppression, poverty, and shame. He has the quiet which
enables him to be joyful in the manner of the Apostles, and
indeed of all chosen friends of God and followers of Christ.

(Y. C. F. Atkinson, A Cultural History of the Modern Age,

pp. 141-2).
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