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Coming into existence to please an increasingly varied
number of readers, novels, good novels too, can be of
various kinds—a statement that only the narrowest and
most intolerent critic of fiction would deny.?

f22(a 99T @F FYGTR TR IC3 IR ¢
The novel is a very loose, wide form : and the task of the
novelist is to write as well as he can the kind of novel he
wants to write.
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.-.The novel tells a story. That is the fundamental aspect
without which it could not exist. That is the highest factor
common to all novels. ... It runs like a back bone.®
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For what is essential is that the novelist, what else he does,
should be able to show us people who by some means or
other, through delighted fascination, repulsion, or mere
conviction that in their own world they exist catch and
hold our imagination. }f his characters fail to do this,
then the novelist has failed, ®
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The novelist is free to chose his material only in a limited
sense, and his choice is governed by the deepest compulsions
of his personality. It is these that dictate both the nature
of his novels and the conclusions about life he expresses
through them ... every novel is an extended metaphor of
the author’s view of life—on life itself.¢

@1 So@rA 373 GFa G13gR, sfaa-ad-wrst ek 96T fFym
sats fafiza sreq FeifEe 2o wmaa Sifiss Srwos e =B
FA1 9% FRF-RB-2AICAT AAF w38 qPreag 99, ofag =@
| FER FANG-Ao @AIPTFI fasc raw materials f31173% 3w
M| TR WFed o AfaR AR A 27 A, 997 7y 7373 A
PTG STAE A FR AN, (R (A A=ATT AqrfEs #fE
couf s, 6faa, 3y, waAre Zonfa Sv@ema sy Sormm sre,
fifigons ot ([ oFT (78, IoFA Al O (I BfET $9F faafae
B | AHEE (FIA A(@, G2 faras SAIPT %R e emea A1y
IS, (AP AFIY, QAT SoICAT WA-CIAT L[S A, viFa,
31, w<Erer, Afcen Eonfra F 91 WA I, 9IF (0T A7 97h
PP AZIAN 7 1 A1 3T O3 A0S A2 @ AE TR ICACEA 5°

The well-made book is the book in which the subject and
the form coincide and are indistinguishable—the book in
which the matter is all used up in the form, in which the
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form expresses all the matter where there is disagreement
and conflict between the two, there is stuff that is super-
fluous or there is stuff that is wanting ; the form of the
book, as it stands before us, has failed to do justice to
the idea.
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His field is virtually the whole range of human activity.
Aspiration, failure, achievement, the gamut of the passions,
the form and feature of contemporary life, the complexity
of individual problems — out of all this confused welter of
experience the novelist must create his harmony.?
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Here we have, then, the elements of the novelists method
essentially few and simple, but infinite in their possibilities
of fusion and combination. They are arranged in a new
design to suit every new thcme that a writer takes in hand ;
we see them alternated, united, imposed one on another,
this point of view blended with that, dramatic action
treated pictorially, pictorial description rendered drama-
tically ... ~ In well-fashioned work it is always interesting
to discover how method tends to be laid upon method, s
that we get, as it were, layers and stratifications in the
treatment of a story®
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When their people act, they act to manifest themselves, to
exhibit their oddity or special difference ; and the setting
is important because 1t is the soil or medium in which
peculiar types of human nature flourish.??
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And then there are Tagore’s young heroes, a whole galaxy
of contemporary Indian portraits, from the lovers who
bave learnt through modern education not to regérd
woman as a mere landscape, the friends Gora and Benoy,
and Amulya, the young student, devoted unto death
and the tough Europeanised share pushers and go-gethers,
Haran, Sandip, Amit Roy and Co. Representatives of
our age, they do not offer much hope ; bitter, disillusi-
oned, impetuous mostly concerned to make romantic
gestures, they are only relieved by the fact that Rabindra
Nath shows very skilfully how much more they are sinned
against the sinping. Victims of Moloch they lapse for
lack of opportunities, leaving their ideals behind them.
But in the lovable and human qualities which cling even
to the most vicious of them, they remain in our memory
as the poignant symbols of fighters who fell in the all
embracing, manifold struggle of our generation to find
a new way of life.¢?
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The upper strata of the Muslim community in the Pre-
British period, were, on the whole, divorced from media-
val trade or money leading and were mainly engaged
in military and administrative careers. Further, they
predominantly resided in Northern India which came
under British rule much later. The vast Muslim population
of Bengal mainly belonged to the poorer classes. Hence
a modern intelligentia, a modern educated middle class
and a bourgeoisie, on a substantial scale sprang from
within the Muslim community later than from within

the Hindu community,?®
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It cannot be said that beauiy of nature is ignored in
his writings, only he fails to recognize in them the truth
of the inter-penetration of human life with the cosmic life

of the world.®
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