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The religious and social outlook of Radhakanta was so
much at variance with his enthusiasm for the case of educa-

tion and particularly English education, that he was described
by a writer not unsympathetic to him as an “anacharonism.®

w3y e WwiE ateitg Srmowieie mEayien wiad
SAGTF A7 | MHSwd oty ey (qafas Bufen wiwrfus Sewiew
AT 2 AT Al fwq & |

The orthodox party---desired English education for sheer
practical considerations. During muslim rule Hindus did not
hesitate to cultivate persian and even Arabic which had securd
them gainful employment. 3
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©. A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed, Social ideas and Social change
in Bengal (1818-1835), Leiden, 1965, 75 3w
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“Rammohon Roy --- had also an intellectual interest in

it. He looked upon English education as a vehicale for Western
knowledge which would, he believed, free his contrymen from
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their age-old superstition and blind faith and bring their moral
and cultural regenerat:on.®

ANAZT 70T 1eTeT 7 S F@ 0T @ WEITIT AfFE
IfEa WANTT 477 @ ANGT A74 F07 74Le (5raferas | Bentham
©fe AYLF AR 3

Rammahan has cast off thirtyfive millions of gods and
has learnt from us to embrace reason in the all important
field of religion.®
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What his (Rammahan’s) opinions are, neither his friends
nor foes can determine. It is easier to say what they are not
than what they are--- Rammahan, it is well known, appeals
to the Veds, the Koran and the Bible, holding them all properly
in equal estimation --He always lived like a Hindoo..-His follo-
wers, at least some of them are not very consistent. Sheltering
themselves under the shadow of his name, they indulge to licen-
tiousness in everything forbidden in the Shastras, as meal and
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drink, while at the same time they fee the Brahmins, profess to
disbelieve Hindooism, and never neglect to have poohjas at

home ¥
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Wordly occupations and private interests inevitably scattered
in course of time the indiviual members of Derozian group
for young Bengal could never develop into a movemen? compar-
able to the various trends in Europe to which the same adjective
has been attached *8
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8. Sushobhan C. Sarkar, ‘Derozio and young Bengal’, published in
Atul C. Gupta’s ‘Studies in Bengal Renaissance’, Jadavpur, 1958
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That he did not view Christianity as a communication from
the divinity to fallen man is well-known.*° g7 ‘{Cé AT
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With the intention of making an attempt to eradicate prejudice
from the ‘Hindoos, my countrymen, I have been for the last 4
or 5 months editing a news paper under the title the Enquirer,
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The principles and practices of Hindu religion were
openly ridiculed, and condemned, and angry disputes were
held on moral subject, sentiments of Hume had been widely
deffused and wormly patronised. Reason was now promoted
to be a God, and custom voted to be the idol of fools:...-- the
Hindureligion was denounced as vile and corruptand unworthy
of regard of rational being. The degraded state of the Hindus
formed thetopic of many debates theirignorance and superstition
were declared to be the causes of such a state and it was then
resolved that nothing but liberal education could enfanchise
the minds of the peoplet¢
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Persecution is high for we have deserted the shrine of
Hinduism. The bigotes are violent because we obey not the

call of superstition:--We have attacked Hinduism and will
persevere in attacking it until we fioally seal our triumph.®
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is anything that we hate from the bottom of our heart, it
is Hinduism,®°
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