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Such pléas/ire took/thé Sérp/ent to/behdld
This flow/éry plat,/the swéet/récéss/of Eve
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Thus ear/ly thus/ dléne;/hér héaven/ly férm
Angél/ic, but/mére soft/and fém/inine.
Heér gracfious inn/océncé,/hér év/ery air
of gést/ilre or/léast act/ion o6v/érawed
His malfice and/with rap/ine swéet/béreaved
His fiérce/ness Off/thé fiérce/intént/it broéught.
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Your opinion of Madhu’s poem is entirely my own, and Jatindra
Mohan Tagore, a man of well cultivated taste, and an excellent
judge of poetry, whom perhaps you know, concurs with me.
It is the first and a most successful attempt to break through
the jingling monotony of the #xts, and as a poem the best we
have in the language.
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I am of opinion that our dramas should be in Blank-Verse and
not in Prose, but the innovation must be brought about by
degrees.>0
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5. Good Blank Verse should be sonorous and the best writer of Blank
Verse in English in the toughest of poets—I mean old John Milton ! And
Virgil and Homer are anything but easy. But let that pass. You no doubt
excuse many things in a fellow’s First poem. T began the poem in a joke,

SR (TEAMIY FG 1 AGH A, TYATT-FIRT-GMIIAT, 4 82-89
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and I see I have actually done something that ought to give our national
Poetry a good lift, at any rate, that will teach the future poets of Bengal to
write in a strain very different from that ot the man of Krishnagar—the
father of a very vile school of poetry, though himself a man of elegant
genious.

...I do not know what European told you that I had a great contempt for
Bengali, but that was a fact. But now—-I even go the length of believing
that our Blank Verse ‘“‘thrashes the Englishers” as an American would say!
But joking apart, is not Blank Verse in our language quite as grand as in
any other 758

2. I need scarcely tell you that the Blank form ol verse is the best
suited for poetry in every language. A true poet will always succeed best
in Blank Verse as a bad one in Rhyme. The grace and beauty of the former’s
thoughts will claim attention, as the melody of the latter will conceal the
poverty of his mind. Besides, a truly noble mind will always wither away
under restraint, of whatever description that restraint may be. In China,
they confine the feet of their women in iron shoes. What is the result ?
Lameness !

Our 7 footed verse is our ‘heroic’ measure. I hope, one of these days to
send you specimens of it. When I first began to write my ear used to rebel,
but now I have grown completely reconciled to Bengali Blank verse, and its
melody and power astonish me. The form of verse in which this drama is
written, if well recited, sounds as much like prose as English Blank verse
sounds like English prose—retaining at the same time a sweet musical impre-

ssion. I have used more “‘IT?[M” and ‘“‘IF " than I like, but I have
done so to deceive the ear, as yet unfamiliar with blank verse. Take my
word for it, that Blank verse will do splendidly in Bengali and that in course
of time, like the modern Europeans, we too shall equal, if not surpass,
our classic writers. What we want at present are men of zeal, of diligence,
of energy, of enthusiasm, of liberal views to give our language a jolly lift.
If we have no ‘genious’ among ourselves, let us prepare the way for future
ones. Have you ever heard of Sackville—Lord Buckhurst, born in 1527 ?
This nobleman’s play, called “Gordobuc” first introduced to Englishmen
the form of verse in which William Shakespeare wrote. My motto is, “Fire
away, my boys !” The Namby-Pamby-wallahs—the imitators of Bharat
Chunder—our Pope, who has—

“Made poetry a mere mechanical art,
And every warbler has his tune by heart !”
may frown or laugh at us, but I say—‘“Be hanged” to them !>¢

9. You want me to explain my system of versification for the conver-
sion of your sceptical friends. I am sure there is very little in the system
to explain ; our language, as regards the doctrine of accent and quantity,
is an ‘“‘apostate,” that is to say, it cares as much for them as I do for the
blessing of our Family-Priest ! If your friends know English, let them read

8 AGARET IXCF AN WATCT k@, 8T A Sbwo, HF AN 95, IEIA
TWET-FIT, 4, A150-
de (T NFINGRAT? WA, oF RAN 0>, @, 4 8-
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the Paradise Lost, and they will find how the verse, in which the Bengali
poetaster writes is constructed. The fact is, my dear fellow, that the pre-
valence of Blank verse in this country, is simply a question of time. Let your
lriends guide their voices by the pause (as in English Blank verse) and they
will soon swear that this is the nohlest measure in the Language. My
advice is Read, Read, Read. Teach vour ears the new tune and then you
will find out what it is.>

5. Blank verse is the ‘go” now. As old Runjit Sing used to say. when
looking at the map of India.~-"Sub lui ho jaga” I say **Sub Blank verse ho
jaga”. T had a long talk with Rungo Lal, last evening, on the subject of
versification in general and Blank versc in particular : he said--‘I acknow-
ledge Blank verse to be the noblest measure in the language, but 1 say that
no one but man accustomed to read the Poetry of England would appreciate
it for years to come. | grinned and said “N’importe”. I did not care 2
cowry when it became popular, provided I kncw that some day or other, it
would become popular.

So many fellows have, of latc, been at me to explain the structure of the
new verse that [ have been obliged to think of the subject and the result is

that ¥ find that the TT instead of being confined to the 8th syllable, naturally
comes in after the 2nd, 2rd, 4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 1ith and 12th. Examples :—

Ty A gNAlE N gEArd,
“fifew  wtfrcenr ffersi4,
gt fetAa—s |

v ACE (T rw fosT-mwen
wrEr |7 (T |

‘T IrT vA% Foite v Wfa
g )’ ferE-—s |

“aigcEst FURYR, A FEET
wgAanfaa | a—s

And so on. If this would satisty the friends about whom you wrote to me
sometime ago, they are welcome to this explanation.>q

¢. Talking about Blank Verse, you must allow me to give you a jolly
little anecdote. Some days ago I had occasion to go to the chinabazar. I saw
a man seated in a shop and deeply over Meghanad. I stepped in and asked
him what he was reading. He said in very good English :—

“l am reading a new pocm, Sir !” “A poem !” I said *“It thought there
was no poetry in your language.” He replied—“Why,, sir, here is poetry
that would make any nation proud.”

1 said “‘well, read and let me know.” My literary shopkeeper looked
hard at me and said “‘Sir, I am afraid you wouldn’t understand this author.”

o AFARIY TIOF LA, H@ AT 8, @, 7 ade
a @, JAF MAT 8u, @, % rOC-Y
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[ replied, “‘Let me try my chance. “He read out of Book 1I. that part wherein
Kam returns to Rati, standing at the ivory gate of the palace of Shiva, and
Rati says to him.

(%1

S [ S
Ty ot Str ot @ FfereT )

How beautifully the young fellow read. I thought of the men who pretent
to be scholars and pandits. I took the poem from him and read out a few
passages to the infinite astonishment of my new friend. How eagerly he
asked me where I lived? I gave him an evasive reply, for I hate to be bothe-
red with visitors. I shook hands with him, and on parting asked him if he
thought Blank verse would do in Bengali. His reply was, “Certainly. Sir.
It is the noblest measure in the language.>v
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* I want to introduce the sonnet into our language and some
morning ago, made the following :

Ffe-Thg-oy

fesiiea fgar ciim ae-ae
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qYrates (e il w0,
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& fagtam Sft <« Awes 2

What say you to this my good friend ! In my humble opinion, if culti-
vated by men of genious, our sonnet in time would rival the Italian”94
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oA TR ey 27 o SR wsd SR Srue b | oME
T @ AT Wi AT I 9 ofva ol e #f7 EwdT

You again date your letter from “Bagirhat™. Is this “Bagirhat™ on the
bank of my own native river ? I have been lately reading Petrarca—the
Italian Poet, and scribbling some “Sonnets’ after his manner. There is one
addressed to this very river ¥39% | [ send you this and another—the latter
has been very much liked by several European friends of mine to whom
[ have been translating it. I dare say, you will like it too. Pray, get these
sonnets copied and sent to Jatindra and Rajnarain and let me know what

they think of them. I dare say the sonnet ‘‘BE%<-77M1" will do wonderfully
well in our language. I hope to come out with a small volume. one of these

days. Iadd a third ; [ flatter myself that since the day of his death SIITH™

.3 never had such an elegant compliment paid to him. There’s variety for
you, my friend. I should wish you to show these things to Rajendra also,
for he is a good judge. Write to me what you all think of this new style of
Poetry. Believe me, my dear fellow, our Bengali is a very beautiful language,
it only wants men of genius to polish it up 9»

IPEA qFeATT  CwEsdE i, ‘wmma Stmstn’ ¢ Faew
™ 9% ofA IO Al TSI@TAIRT YT e WA TIME ¢ NSt
fEFOT AT FCAT 42 @ AHF NAWA TAFCF AL

I have perused the four sonnets with attention and I should think they
are fully worthy of our poet’s pen. Of the four I give greater preference to
two. I mean the one addressed to Jaidev and the other describing Evening.
The ideas of the latter tho’ perhaps not quite original are wholly new in the
Bengalee and his adaptations are so peculiarly happy that they almost deserve
the credit of originality. Our poet takes nothing but what he is sure to imp-

Ob  FERIAR FRSEAT 1 9, TUTA-BRT-MUIN, 74 850-3)
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rove, and ideas and sentiments however foreign assume a natural grace and
beauty when they pass thro’ his crucible. The third sonnet is full of tender
feelings but I think it has not the simplicity and ease which characterize the
other two. As desired I have handed over all the four sonnets together
with Michael’s letter to our friend Rajender and I dare say he will be glad
to give them a place in his Periodical. 80
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28. SONNET TO FUTURITY (1) abba cddc efegeg
29. SONNET TOFUTURITY(2) .. abab bbab efefgg

30. ON THE OCHTERLONY
MONUMENT abba <c¢cddc efggfe

32. COMPOSED DURING A
MORNING WALK (1) abab cdcd efefgeg

33. COMPOSED DURING A
MORNING WALK (2) abba c¢cddc efefef

34, TO A STAR DURING A
CLOUDY NIGHT abba cdcd efetgpg

35. COMPOSED DURING AN

EVENING WALK abab cdcd e (fecf
37. AFTER A SHOWER IN

THE EVENING (2) .. abba abba ¢cfefef
38. AFTER A SHOWER IN

THE EVENING (3) .. abba c¢dcd efefgg
39. po (5 abba acac efegfg
40. po  (6) ) abba abba efefef

(m abba abab efefef
41, po (7 .. abab <c¢cddc efefgg
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43, NIGHT (1) abab
(m) abab

(m) abab
51. COMEST THOU AS ONE

IN BEAUTY’S RAY (2) .. abuab
52. O (3) abab
INTRODUCTORY SONNET abba

(VISIONS OF THE PAST)

cddec
cdeced
cdcd
baab
abba

abab

84
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elgefg
efgfeg

efefgg
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