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‘Carey, Rdm Ram Basu and Mrtunjay contributed to Bengali
literature prose narrative and coaversation, (and) the embryo of
the novel and short story that were to come : "and _they did it with the
minimum of raw material to hand. It has been given to few builders
to make such solid bricks with so little straw’
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‘Vidyasagar - - - has the capacity of the novelist to keep the action

. moving and to hold the reader’s attention, form chapter to chapter.
For this reason the book must be regarded as important in the early
history of the Bengali novel. For, though ‘Sitar Banabas’ cannot
strictly be called a novel, it has certain qualities which were later
developed by and became popular Bankim chandra. Perhaps it is
in his characterisation that Vidyasagar is at his greatest. In the pre-
sentation of Ram and Sita he departs form the Bengali tradition which
was first established by Krittibas in his Ramayan. Kritibash’s Ram,
particularly after the defeat of Raban, has few commendable qualities.
A reader feels that he has quite unnecessarily subjected Sita to great
hardship. Vidyasagar is unable to change the story or to prevent
Sita’s exile, but he creates a conflict in the mind of Ram in which the
love of a man and the duty of a king are in. direct opposition. By
doing this convincingly, he rehabilitated, Ram to the extent that he
as well as Sita is an object of readers sympathy.’?
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‘This . seminary can only be expected to load the minds of youth
... with grammatical nicetis metaphysical distincitions of little or no.
. - practical use to the possessor or to society. The pupils will acquire.
“2 _ what was known two thousand years ago, with the adition of vain
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and empty. subtleties since produced by speculative men, . I beg your
lordship-will be pleased to compare the state of science and literature
“in Europe before the time of Lord Bacon with the progress of know-
ledge since he wrote. If it had been intended to keep the British
nation in ignorance of real knowledge, the Baconion philosophy
would not have been allowed to replace the system of the school
men..In the same way the Sanskrit system of education would be
the best calculated to keep this country in darkness, if such had been
the policy of the British legislature.’
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