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In myth, we find again the tri-dimensional pattern ... the signifier,
the signified and the sign. But myth is a peculiar system, in that it
is constructed from a semiological chain which existed before it: it
is a second order semiological system. That which is a sign
(namely the associative that of a concept and an image) in the first
system becomes a mere signifier in the second. We must here
recall that materials of mythical speech (the language itself,
photography, painting, posters, rituals, object etc.) however
different at the start; are reduced to a pure, signifying functionas
soon as they are caught by myth. Myth seems in them only the
same raw-material; their unity is that they all come down to the
status of a mere language (Roland, 1972 : 114)
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The role of myth in great poetry of the past may throw some light
upon the predicament of the poet and the unpromising estate of
poetry in our non-mythological present. The poet of today and by
that I mean the poetic impectus in all of us today — is profoundly
inhibited by the dearth of shared Consciousness of myth. (P. W.
Wright, 1976 : 265-266)
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I'm looking for the face I had
Before the world was made. (Tatv3, $80¢ : 9)
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