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From my father I inherited nothing except, as I believe, his restless
spirit and his keen interest in literature. The first made me a tramp
and sent me out tramping the whole of India quite early, and the
second made me a dreamer all my life. Father was a great scholar
and he had tried his hand at stories and novels, dramas and poems,
in short, every branch of literature, but never could finish anything.
I have not his work now- somehow it got lost, but I remember
pouring over those incomplete mss. Over and over again in my
childhood, and many a night 1 kept awake regretting their
incompleteness and thinking what might have been their
conclusion, if finished. Probably this led to my writing short stories
when I was barely seventeen. (Wf&rog1a, 2000 :12)
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while women are subject to representation in colonial discourses in
ways which collude with partriarchal values. Thus the phrase "a
double colonisation’ refers to the fact that woman are twice
colonized- by colonialies are representations, and by partriarchal
ones too. Much postcolonial feminist criticism has attended to the
representations of women created by ‘double colonisation’, and
questioned the extent to which both postcolonial and feminist
discourses offer the means to challenge there representations.
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He [Sarat Chandra] has imported a new power to our language and

in his stories he has shed the light of Bengal’s heart revealing the

significance of the obscure trilles in people’s personality. He has

achieved the best reward of a novelist: he has completely won the
hearts of Bengali Readers. (191 9%, 2000 : du)
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