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Since long, Hindu Society had accepted as its prestige language Sans-
krit which continued to maintain this position till at least the middle
of our millennium, if not even later. The situati>n in Bengal was further
complicated by the centuries-long Muslim domination. Muslim rulers,
though occasionally supporting literature in B :ngali, in general used
Persiaa as their Court language and majority of them obviously despised
the simple vernacular and did not consider this worth becoming the
ianguage of ‘high’ literature. And finally, when Persian lost this pri-
vileged position, it was again not replaced immediately by Bengali but
by English, and the farmer had to fight hard for the restoration of
what would appear to be the natural state of aflairs, in this respect. In
other words, never throughout the long pre-modern peI'IOdS had Bengah
become the prestige language in its natural surroundings and on its
native soil, never had it gained the full recognition, especially by the
upper strata of Society, and never had it been cultivated in a proper

way.
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